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Lake Rotoiti School News 

Kia Ora koutou 

Three weeks into term 3 and winter has finally arrived. We had some great morning 
frosts and even a day with snow on the ground. The kids made the most of the cold 
weather with ice skating and snowball fights. Thank you, Hamish, for supplying us 
with skates and thank you Paul and Simon for being snowball targets. 
 

 
 
Last week we hosted our annual Matariki Quiz Night at the Alpine Lodge. It was an 
absolute blast with a room packed full of children, parents, whanau, and community 
members.  Murray Leaning, chair of the Outdoor Education Centre and Marketing 
Manager for Mitre Ten Mega Nelson as our MC and Quiz Master. Thank you to 
everyone who turned up and made this such a great night. 

This newsletter is produced by a 
small volunteer editing crew to help 
keep our community connected and 
informed. We welcome your 
contributions! 

Please send your newsletter items 
to: rotoitinews@gmail.com 

Deadline for next issue:   
5pm Friday 18 August 2023 

You can view and download previous 
issues at 
www.lakerotoiti.school.nz/newsletters.h
tml 

 

Coming up 

Saturday 26 August 10am – 

4pm  
Rural Readiness Expo at 

Wairau Valley Hall, Morse 

Street, Wairau  

 

Wednesday 11 October at 12pm 

– 2pm @ Community Hall 
Free lunch, leave boots at the 

door and catch up with 

farming friends and 

neighbours 

 

Sunday 26 November 

Active4Good : Edridge 

Teetotal Traverse  
Trail run – prize giving at the 

Alpine Lodge, St Arnaud  

 

Thursdays 10am - 12pm 

Playgroup. Community Hall. Ph 

Kirsten 0220445829. Gold coin 

donation.   

 

 

Photos: Whiskey Falls. Fungi, 

R. Lamborne. Kerr Bay W, S. 

Wotherspoon 

 

Note: regular notices about 

fitness related activities are 

listed in a separate box later in 

the newsletter. 
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Lake Rotoiti Community News 

A special thanks to everyone who supplied us with prizes. 
Jan Thomson from Korimako Art Studio, Alpine Lodge, 
Mitre Ten Mega Nelson, Nelson Roller Sports Club, Pete’s 
Natural Lemonade, and Smart Business Centre.  

Congratulations to the winning teams and let’s do it all 
again next year. 

 
 
We are also very fortunate to have some amazing talent 
in the community. Bex Malthus offered to teach our 
children some valuable PE skills. She recently visited the 
junior class for some football training (there may have 
been a football passionate German teacher hyping 
up the world cup). The kids are loving it and are getting 
so much out of an experienced coach. Thank you Bex, for 
making this possible for us. 
 

 

In the last week the NZ Defence Force has been in and 
around St Arnaud for some training exercises. Again, our 
little school is extremely lucky as they visited us twice to 
show us some of their gear, talked to the children, and 
did some fun exercises on the field. 

 
 
And finally, a little reminder that if you see a school bus, 
with the school signs up standing on the side of the 
road, there is a 20km/h speed limit. 
 
Nga mihi, 
Mike.  
 

 
Nelson Lakes Visitor Centre is open every day 9am – 
4pm over the winter months.  As we only have one staff 
member, the Visitor Centre retail side will close at times 
(including between 12 – 1pm). 

 

National Wild Goat Hunting competition is now 
underway.  Contact the Visitor Centre for NZDA open 
days and times Phone 03 5211806. Further information 
available on the DOC website 
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Top of the South Ski Services will be in St Arnaud this 
winter. Besides the boat museum on Saturday 
afternoons 4.00pm – 6.00pm. 

For all your waxing, edge sharpening and petex repairs. 
Enquires please phone 0272014660. 

Adrian Briggs 

 

 

Stolen from Boons Valley near Picton, over the last week 
or so.  Please ring Police 105 line or 111 if you locate it or 
know where it is. 
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Over the last few months, “we” have been working with 
the Nelson/Tasman CRM team and St Arnaud Volunteer 
brigade to showcase the readiness activities happening 
in their community.  

 

 A video was produced which talks to the work being 
done by the community with the support of the local 
brigade and other stakeholders. 

https://portal.fireandemergency.nz/notices-news-and-
events/news/st-arnaud-taking-charge-of-community-
preparedness/  
 
Located on the edge of the picturesque Nelson Lakes 
National Park, St Arnaud has a full-time population of 
around 250 residents which increases over the summer 
months to about 2,000 people. 

The community has limited access in and out of the 
village with only one single lane road both ways and 
only the Lake Rotoiti Volunteer Fire Brigade as the sole 
emergency service. The brigade has identified that both 
the village itself as well as the surrounding area could be 
at risk in the event of a fire. 

In 2020, the Department of Conservation, Lake Rotoiti 
Volunteer Fire Brigade and the local community came 
together to establish the Rotoiti FireSmart Working 
Group and were given permission to form a ‘Green 
Firebreak’ alongside an important access road to thin 
out the highly flammable vegetation, kanuka and 
manuka, remove all dead fuel, and replant with low 
flammability species. In addition, the brigade introduced 
a revised evacuation plan, along with fire safety advice 
and free ash buckets, and several other initiatives to 
reduce risk and build preparedness. 

‘We don’t want to see this beautiful place destroyed. A 
firebreak is an opportunity to create a defensible space 
to slow a fire,’ says Darren Crawford, Senior Advisor, 
Community Readiness and Recovery. 

‘The community really lead a lot of this themselves, and 
that’s been a big part of its success’. 

By using a case study like this, the Community Readiness 
and Recovery Directorate hopes to inspire people to 
think about their readiness and take action to protect 
themselves and their communities. 

 
 

 
 

 

https://portal.fireandemergency.nz/notices-news-and-events/news/st-arnaud-taking-charge-of-community-preparedness/
https://portal.fireandemergency.nz/notices-news-and-events/news/st-arnaud-taking-charge-of-community-preparedness/
https://portal.fireandemergency.nz/notices-news-and-events/news/st-arnaud-taking-charge-of-community-preparedness/
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for sale 
Michelin wheels 225/45 tubeless radial (4 wheels)  

1 wheel is Pilot Sport 3 

 

– no longer required as sold Hyundai i30 –  

$150 for all 4 wheels 

contact Sandie 021 2779284 or Craig 021 1144727 

 

 
 

 

BE    GET    
STAY 

 

 

Regular activities in and around St 
Arnaud 
 

Monday Body Movers Community Hall 

Mondays 10am.  Low-impact group exercise, 

with fun feel good beats. BYO water, gold coin 

koha to the hall. Lou 0210414913  

Wednesdays Fit It - High intensity group 

exercise with contemporary beats. Bring 

water, gold coin koha to the Community Hall, 

Wednesdays 10am. Lou 0210414913  

Mondays 7pm Badminton. $3 per person to 

go towards hall and shuttle-cocks. Racquets 

available, all welcome! Ed 03 5211106 

Seido-Karate  

Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5pm - kids & beginners  

Thursdays 5pm – General Class  

Graeme 021 0859 4088. Gold coin donation  

 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE NEWSLETTER 

Please send your contributions in the 
following formats: 

Advertising and notices sized to fit the 
newsletter columns. Accepted formats: 
MSWord, PDF or JPG.  

Full page ads incur a fee of $30 Please pay 
at the Rotoiti/Nelson Lakes Visitor Centre. 

Articles: plain text submitted in MS Word 
format, or in the body of an email.  

Photos: JPG files up to 5MB, attached to 
an email (not embedded in text).  

Contact: rotoitinews@gmail.com  
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